
 
Dear Fellow Pilgrims, 

In just over 24 hours from the time I write this Corrine and I will be on an airplane 
traveling to our vacation destination.  One of the advantages of traveling by air is 
leaving all the directional issues to the pilot.  I can trust that when we finally get 

off the airplane we will have arrived at the intended destination. 
Air travel is much different from the traditional � road trip� in that one 

need not be concerned about whether the other drivers on the road got enough sleep the 
night before or if they are easily distracted.  One need not worry about scouring maps to discern 
which roads would be the smoothest or the quickest.  One need not worry about coming across unexpected 
construction adding extra hours or even the need to search for detours or alternate routes.  One does not need to 
worry about taking a wrong turn and ending up in the wilderness or in a potentially dangerous situation.  On an 
airplane one simple needs to be. 

In this day of Mapquest and GPS we really have little need to spend time looking at roadmaps.  With 
Mapquest or our GPS all we need to do it plug in the information and allow the computer or satellite to do its 
work.  They will tell us every turn to make and even correct us quickly if we get off course.  We no longer have 
to put much thought into what roads we will take as they are laid out for us. 

If only the rest of our lives were so simple.  If only we had a moral GPS where we could punch in the 
desired outcome of our actions and a computer would tell us what actions we should take to achieve our desired 
outcome.  Unfortunately, such an item doesn�t exist.  We are left to our own in making our moral decisions in 
life and sometimes, even when we know what the most moral and ethical thing to do is we don�t always do it.  
There are still those times we fail and fall to the level of those we neither admire nor respect with our decisions 
or actions. 

Saying there is no moral GPS doesn�t mean, however, we are completely on our own when making 
decisions.  For moral direction all we need to do is to spend some time studying Jesus in the scriptures.  Many 
of us have spent years hearing the teachings of Jesus through Sunday School, sermons and perhaps Bible 
Studies. Yet it would be naïve to assume all who have heard Jesus� message or who call themselves �Chr istian� 
always choose the moral high ground.  Sometimes we fail to stop and think about what Jesus would have us do.  
Sometimes amid the hectic pace of life things come so quickly we don�t have or take the time to determine 
which actions is most Christ-like, and so we miss the moral high ground.  And, sad to say, sometimes we know 
where the moral high ground is and make a conscious decision not to take that action.  No, none of us are either 
perfect or without sin. 

Sometimes the things Jesus says or demands really makes me angry because I don�t want to deal with 
someone in a Christ-like manner.  I want the other person to �pay� or �suffer� for what they have done  to me or 
to another.   When I allow myself time to stop and think, however, I realize that since I am recognized as a 
representative of Jesus as one who claims to be a Christian my actions reflect directly on another persons 
perception of Jesus and the Christian faith and when I fail to live up to Christ�s commands or demands I hurt the 
Gospel message. 

I am reminded of Jesus� last words on the cross.  Among those words was a prayer to God to forgive 
those who were crucifying him because in following the orders they had been given they had no clue what they 
were doing.  Unfortunately I can�t use that defense because I claim to be a follower.  Lord, have mercy on us all 
when we fall short of taking the moral high ground and hurt the Gospel message by our need to have our own 
way and not yours. 
Your Partner in Pilgrimage, 
Pastor Gary 
 

Dear Friends and Family, if there are friends and loved ones whom you would like to have prayers for, or 
military persons on active duty, please contact the church office at 526-7577 and we will list them in our 
bulletin and newsletter. 

We Extend our Christian Sympathy to the following families on the recent loss 
of their loved ones: Julie Honda (Julie�s mother Ginny) � Lois Barnett ( her husband Darryl) 

     Hugh Fisher (his Aunt Sharon) 
 

REMEMBER IN PRAYER�Pastor Gary, Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Presc hool,  
Good Shepherd Lutheran School and our church leaders. 
Undergoing cancer therapy �Gary Lee Boswell (son of Gloria Holst), Craig Wells 
Under convalescent or hospice care�Tim Simpson (Minn Simpson�s son)  
Undergoing surgery, various tests, treatments, recuperating and continued comfort�Eloise Cooley  
(Marcia�s Cooley�s mother), Pastor Leslie Soyster, Florence Huff (Carol Jackson�s mother), Ron Schultze 
family, Connie-Kieffer-Collins, June Goldberg, John Yanuklis, Susan Ghezelayagh (Sigrid Bremer�s mother), 
Bob Haseley 



Our Military Personnel now serving:  
Joe Anderson  
Dan Balaun 
David Bond  
Jeffrey C.A. Bower  
Wayne Combs  
Tyson and Blake Crosby  
Nisha Dean  
Shane Denning  
Richard Deobler  
Robert Deobler  
Travis Girard 
Nick Goldsmith  
Jorden Gutowski  
Mike Hultman  
Michael Kidd  
Frank King  
Chris Labelle  
Brett Launer  
Brian Lowen  
John Parker  
Brian Richardson  
Jonathan Scholberg  
Raymond Schooler  
Captain Ted Slocum  
Allen Steinke  
Cpl. Brett Tyre 
Sgt Elliott Van Marion  
Thomas Weaver 
Matthew Wilkins  

�
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Relay will be October 23 & 24, 2010 at Royal High School.  Relay for Life is the 
American Cancer Society’s signature event.  It is a 24 hour team event that 
raises awareness of cancer in the community and raises funds to fight cancer.  
Throughout the event, Relay for Life teams commit to keeping at least one member walking the 
track…because cancer never sleeps.  Cancer also knows no race, gender or age.  Anyone may 
walk, from the young to the old.  If you would like to join our team you can register at 
www.main.acsevents.org/goto/sov.  If you are interested in sponsoring one of our walkers or 
have any questions, please contact Julie Honda at 341-3866 or email at 
R6Hondas@Roadrunner.com. 

 
 

A quilt is being fabricated to honor persons who have survived 
or died from cancer. If you would like to honor or remember 
someone with a square on the quilt, please contact Dorothy 
Fee at 805-523-2743  

and she will be happy to help you.  

Progressive Dinner -  
Saturday, Oct. 9th  

This wonderful adult evening is planned by the new SVLC Fellowship Committee. 
A great opportunity for renewing  

and starting new friendships in the comfort of SVLC host and hostess homes. 
Beginning Sunday, Sept. 12th please sign up to join the fun and or host for: 

Appetizers, Salad, Main-course or Dessert 
OR 

Contact Carolyn Nell 522-3817 


